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What is it?
“Remedial [or developmental] education consists of below-
college-level noncredit courses and trainings in reading, writing, 
and math that are aimed at teaching students the academic 
competencies necessary to succeed in college-level 
coursework.”
Jimenez, L., Sargrad, S., Morales, J., & Thompson, M. (2016). Remedial education: The cost of catching up. Center for American Progress. 
Retrieved from https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/reports/2016/09/28/144000/remedial-education/
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Who participates?
40 out of every 100 students at public, 4 year institutions enrolled in at 
least 1 developmental education course between 2003-2009.
68 out of every 100 students at public, 2 year institutions enrolled in at 
least 1 developmental education course between 2003-2009.
Chen, X. (2016). Remedial coursetaking at US public 2-and 4-year institutions: Scope, experiences, and outcomes. Statistical Analysis 
Report. NCES 2016-405. National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2016/2016405.pdf
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How do they decide 
who needs it?
Should you eat that food you dropped on the floor?
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Co-requisite versus remedial model
CPE Communications (2018). Corequisite education: The latest Kentucky game changer in student success. Policy Insight: News from Kentucky’s Council on Postsecondary 
Education. Retrieved from http://insight.councilonpostsecondaryeducation.org/corequisite-education-the-latest-kentucky-game-changer-in-student-success/
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“College-ready” versus “academic 
preparedness”
Florida Department of Education. (n.d.). What is academic preparedness, and what are the provisional estimates? 1. Retrieved from 
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7667/urlt/0067577-wapwpe.pdf 
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Deficit thinking
“This thinking manifests in practice by believing that students 
who in any way do not conform to a “traditional” or privileged 
financial situation, home life, or route to education are not likely 
to succeed.”
Heinbach, C., Fiedler, B. P., Mitola, R., & Pattni, E. (2019). Dismantling deficit thinking: A strengths-based inquiry into the experiences of transfer students 
in and out of academic libraries. In the Library with the Lead Pipe. Retrieved from http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2019/dismantling-
deficit-thinking
Developmental Education 
in Kentucky
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education. (n.d.). College readiness indicators beginning 2019-2020. Retrieved from http://cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicaffairs/collegereadinessindicators2019.pdf.
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education. (2016). College readiness of recent Kentucky high school graduates entering Kentucky institutions. Retrieved from 
http://cpe.ky.gov/data/reports/CollegeReadinessofCollegeEntrants201011to201415.pdf
Discussion 
What do you know about how your school handles 
developmental education?
How does your library engage with developmental 
education students?
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Absent from the Conversation?
Katherine Gerlaugh and her colleagues 
have studied current practices in 
community college developmental 
education programs and have found that 
services outside the classroom have 
been important. While tutoring, 
academic advising, study skills 
workshops, orientations, and 
supplemental instruction have been 
identified, academic libraries have not 
been mentioned. 
Robert H. McCabe has identified best 
practices of developmental education 
programs, which have linked to all areas 
of the college. While many different 
services have been discussed, academic 
libraries have garnered only a brief 
remark that students need to use library 
databases. 
Hunter Boylan has identified institutions 
as exemplars of best practices and has 
explained that successful developmental 
education programs are unlikely to have 
high rates of student success without 
offering a broad range of support 
services. Again, academic libraries have 
not been mentioned.
In an earlier report, McCabe explained 
the importance of information 
competencies for graduates; yet 
academic libraries have been absent
from the list of what has contributed to a 
successful program.
The Center for Student Success has 
studied basic skills education among 
California community colleges and has 
developed a guide to effective practices. 
While basic skills in reading, writing, 
mathematics, and studying have been 
included, basic library skills have been 
absent from the guide. 
Martha Casazza has reviewed the history 
of developmental education and has 
explained that the most successful 
approach has been a comprehensive 
one. Once again, academic libraries have 
been absent. 
Roselle, A. (2009). Preparing the underprepared: Current academic library practices in developmental education. College & Research Libraries, 70(2), 142-156.
What This Looks Like at UK
▰ Academic Preparation and Placement Program (APP)
○ UK 095 APP for Quantitative Reasoning and UK 096 APP 
for College Algebra
○ UK 120 APP Reading
○ UK 130 APP Writing
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UK 130 APP Writing
Students with an ACT English score below 18 are registered in the writing 
workshop. 
This transitional writing class is designed to coach students in critical 
writing concepts as they evaluate how they view the writing process and 
themselves in relation to meaningful work. 
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Demographic Characteristics
18
48%
Minority
54%
Pell Grant 
Recipients
57%
First 
Generation
https://www.uky.edu/tl/data/Fall2017/APP
Learning Outcome for UK 130
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.
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Specific
Measurable
Attainable
Realistic
Time-bound
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What Worked
Less Lecture Learner CenteredSimplify
keywords
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I will run a half marathon in 
under two hours by May.
Discussion
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Based on your experiences, what other 
instruction strategies might be helpful 
given the needs of this student 
population? What successes have you 
experienced?
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Steps for the Future
Communicate IntegrationAssignment Restructure
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